
Encouraging Reading at
St.Katherine’s

Parents Workshop - Wednesday 29th November 2023



Today’s Aims
● To  share our reading intentions

● To appreciate the importance of reading

● What do we mean by reading?

● To know what reading takes place at St. 

Katherine’s 

● To understand how you can encourage 

reading at home



At St. Katherine’s we believe reading is an essential life skill that will enable
children to reach their full potential at every stage of their educational journey.

Foster a love of 

reading by 

providing 

opportunities to 

listen to, interact 

with and discuss a 

diverse range of 

high-quality texts, 

poetry and non-

fiction.

Build a 

community of 

readers who 

love reading by 

engaging with 

pupils, parents 

and all staff to 

create a positive 

reading culture.

Offer a consistent 

approach in the 

teaching of 

reading in order 

for children to 

develop 

knowledge of 

vocabulary and 

comprehension.

Provide children 

with life-long skills 

to ensure that 

they can read 

with accuracy, 

automaticity, 

prosody and 

fluency.

Ensure reading is a 

transferable skill. 

Children to access 

high-quality texts 

across the wider 

curriculum 

allowing them to 

make connections 

to build 

comprehension.

Our Intent – We aim to...



The Importance of Reading

Studies show that reading for pleasure makes a big

difference to children’s educational performance.

Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment

every day not only perform better in reading tests than those

who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary,

increased general knowledge and a better understanding of

other cultures.

In fact, reading for pleasure is more likely to determine

whether a child does well at school than their social or

economic background.
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REading for Pleasure

● Daily opportunities to read, listen to and participate in book talk.
● Promote reading within the classroom - sharing class novels with 

reading ribbons, well organised class libraries with relevant topic 
books that are frequently changed.

● Fortnightly Book Club to discuss authors and books as well as using 
the library.

● Extra opportunities to improve reading mileage by sharing books 
from playground book nooks, run by Reading Ambassadors.

● Celebration of regular reading through our Race to Read charts in 
every class.  Certificates awarded.
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love reading by 
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REading for Pleasure
● Termly awards for a class Reading Champion

● Reading Superstars - An opportunity for one child per class per 
week to put their name into a regular draw to win a book from St. 
Katherine’s Book Vending Machine.

● Reading Book Nooks – Provides opportunities for all children to 
have access to a quality text at home.

● Reading events such as Roald Dahl day,  World Book Day and 
Book Fairs

● Reading Newsletter published termly for parents, to share 
information about reading within school and promote new 
releases - encouraging excitement about books.

Build a 

community of 

readers who 

love reading by 

engaging with 

pupils, parents 

and all staff to 

create a positive 

reading culture.



What Do We Mean by Reading?

Provide children 

with life-long skills 

to ensure that 

they can read 

with accuracy, 

automaticity, 

prosody and 

fluency.

Teaching children to read is complex and includes a 

range of skills, such as word decoding, 

comprehension and fluency.

Evidence has highlighted that both decoding and 

comprehension skills are necessary for confident 

and competent reading, but neither is sufficient on 

its own.



Fluency

Provide children 

with life-long skills 

to ensure that 

they can read 

with accuracy, 

automaticity, 

prosody and 

fluency.

Scientific research has recognized that fluency acts as a 

bridge between decoding and comprehension. A fluent 

reader is one who can accurately and automatically decode 

words.

If readers can decode words accurately, but have to use an

large proportion of their cognitive resources to do so, they

have fewer of those resources available for comprehension.

However, when readers are accurate and automatic, they

can decode with minimal use of their cognitive resources,

allowing them to comprehending and make sense of what

they have read.



Another part of fluency that links word recognition to comprehension is prosody.

A fluent reader: not only do they decode words automatically, but they also read the

words in texts with expression and phrasing that helps to understand the meaning of the

text.



Fluency - At Home

Provide children 

with life-long skills 

to ensure that 

they can read 

with accuracy, 

automaticity, 

prosody and 

fluency.

All books that the children take home are for practicing the

skills required to read and understand what they have read.

Children in the Early years are bringing books home to share

and build enjoyment of reading. As the children move onto

phonic based books they are learning to decode as well as

becoming fluent readers. This is why they are asked to read a

book more than once.

As children become proficient in decoding the words, they still

need to develop fluency and prosody. Rereading and

reading out loud is important.



Fluency - At Home

Provide children 

with life-long skills 

to ensure that 

they can read 

with accuracy, 

automaticity, 

prosody and 

fluency.

Children in KS2 still need to read out loud. Good expression

and accurate reading of punctuation, can really help children

to understand the meaning of the text.

All children have texts to take home. KS1 take a book related

to the phonics that they have learnt. At the start of the year,

Year 3 take a book match to their reading. As their reading

progresses they are able to select an appropriate book from

the library to read daily.

All pupils throughout the school take home another book they

have selected from the main school library - ‘A reading for

pleasure book’.



What we do in School- Yr 1 and 2
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What we do in School- Yr 5 and 6
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Reading High-quality Texts

Foster a love of 
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providing 

opportunities to 

listen to, interact 

with and discuss a 

diverse range of 

high-quality texts, 

poetry and non-

fiction.



REading across the Curriculum

Ensure reading is a 

transferable skill. 

Children to access 

high-quality texts 

across the wider 

curriculum 

allowing them to 

make connections 

to build 

comprehension.

Year 3 example



Building a Community of Readers
What can you do at home?

•Make reading visible; have books available in your home 

and let your child see you reading. Children need to see 

that reading is something adults do too.

•Talk about books. Make links to their own experiences.

•Make time to sit and listen to them read aloud, even in yr 6!

•Encourage your child to read at bedtime and at any other 

time!

• Visit the library, explore new authors and genres.

Build a 

community of 

readers who 

love reading by 

engaging with 

pupils, parents 

and all staff to 

create a positive 

reading culture.



Building a Community of Readers
How can I encourage reluctant readers?

● Let your child choose the book they want to read.

● Find texts that might interest them - favourite 

sport/hobby

● Children model behaviours, so model enjoying a book. 

Pick a comfy place and settle down together.

● Keep reading to your child - make it a special time that 

they look forward to.

● Try a range of books - It might be the layout or the style 

of writing that is putting them off. (Graphic novels/Books 

with rhymes and repetition/Magazines)

Build a 

community of 

readers who 

love reading by 

engaging with 

pupils, parents 

and all staff to 

create a positive 

reading culture.



Useful websites
Ideas to help find texts your child might like.

The Book trust – provides book lists and information under many different categories https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books

Kate Greenaway Medal and Clip Carnegie Medals https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk

Nikki Gambol Booklists – book lists and advice from an expert of over 25 years https://oxfordowl.co.uk/pages/encouraging-
reading

Love Reading 4 Kids – booklists, advice and extracts for children to try https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/9/9-plus-
readsers.html

Non-fiction websites

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround

https://getepic.com/

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/

Children’s comics https://www.thephoenixcomic.co.uk/

Children’s news https://wwwfirstnews.co.uk/

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk
https://oxfordowl.co.uk/pages/encouraging-reading
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/9/9-plus-readsers.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
https://getepic.com/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/
https://www.thephoenixcomic.co.uk/
https://wwwfirstnews.co.uk/


St. Katherine’s Virtual Library



Handouts to take away

● Suggested book lists for each year group

● Question prompts to help with book talk

● The latest St. Katherine’s Reading Newsletter

…and finally
● Don’t forget to stop by the book fair on the way 

out! (In the library until 4:00pm)


