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Tuesday 19th November 2024

Dear Parents/ Carers,

It has been a time of reflection at St Katherine's, as children have immersed themselves in both
our Remembrance Day celebrations and Anti-bullying Week activities over the past few weeks.

Firstly, our Year 6 children presented a moving assembly about the importance of
commemorating the servicemen and women, who were involved in the two world wars and later
conflicts. They used song and poetry to expertly convey why ‘remembering’ was a key part of
British culture. We even had our own trumpeter start ‘The Last Post’ before our two minute silence!
It was an incredibly moving assembly, which clearly had an impact on our children, and the
Mayor of Tonbridge and Malling, who said that it was “The best assembly he had ever seen!”

Additionally, some of our children joined Miss Aikenhead, Mrs Loveland and Mylo (our Dog
Mentor) to lay our St Katherine's wreath on the war memorial at Shodland cemetery. Thank you
to everyone that was involved in our Remembrance Day celebrations. We also £468 through our
poppy sales — which is phenomenall




Antibullying Week
Last week, the children reflected on different types of bullying and the impact this can have on

people. They used their learning to think about this year's antibullying theme, ‘respect’, which is
also one of our key school values, and created word clouds to showcase their understanding.
Here are some examples from Years 2, 4 and 5.
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We also stood together against bullying by wearing odd socks to school last Tuesday. A great
effort was made by all!

Everyone at St Katherine's is eagerly looking forward to seeing our visitors, Openview Education,
who will be performing interactive theatre shows this week to further develop children’s
understanding of bullying. | would like to take the opportunity to say thank you to our PTA for
subsiding a large proportion of the cost of the shows.

Assembly
In my assembly last week, | used the delightful book ‘Mixed’ to further explore the theme of

respect and what this meant to the children. Please click on the link to access the assembly.
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An inspiring story about colour

Pupil Voice: “I liked the book because it shows that we are all different in the way we look and
learn. However, everyone doesn’t have to be the same and we should respect this.” (Lilie-Jane
—-Year 4)



https://drive.google.com/file/d/18PchcMUzX-k_aHjccwAblzD3VWrbNcg1/view?usp=sharing

Achievement Assembly

It was lovely to invite parents/ carers into the school to be part of our latest awards ceremony,
where we celebrated children’s achievements across the curriculum. | look forward to seeing
many more of you throughout the course of the year.

Congratulations to the following children, who received a certificate during the Achievement
Assembly:

¢ Nursery: Phoebe

e Reception: Olivia & Isabelle

e Year 1: Henry, Dennis & Jesse

e Year 2: Autumn & Daniel

e Year 3: Evie & Isla

e Year 4: Kohana, Charlie & Isaac
e Year 5: Zareen, Hollie & Finley

e Year 6: Maisie & Leo

Below are a few example slides from the Achievement Assembly.
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Pupil Voice: “I enjoyed the Achievement Assembly because | got to show my 3D bird, which | am
proud of. My mum was there too!” (Isaac - Year 4).




Curriculum News

Reception Story Mapping and Performing

Year R have been having a ‘hoot, whilst learning about owls, through their core text ‘Owl Babies’
and story mapping the key events in the story. They have then used the structure of the story, and
the vocabulary they have learnt, to retell it through a variety of actions. Please click on the link
to watch a clip of their learning.

Quwl Babies
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Art

Year 4 Art - 3D bird modelling

Our Year 4 children have had fun experimenting with different media to develop a three
dimensional bird model. This involved learning new skills to design, create and evaluate their
artistic outcomes. Many creative pieces were produced, like the examples below.

Year 6 Macro Art

Year 6 have been developing their sketching, shading and critiquing skills through their macro art
topic. They produced some stunning ‘close-up’ artwork, which was inspired by nature. Have a
look at Grace's learning journey below.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t4H4dOCPVB2k2m10q6rsi8L98S9d1t7M/view?usp=sharing

Sports Update
A number of our children participated in local football events last week. Firstly, our mixed Year 2

football team played against a number of other schools, winning two games and losing three.
They were only one point away from making the semi-finall Well done to everyone for
demonstrating our school values throughout the tfournament.

Later in the week, our Year 3 & 4 children took part in another football competition. They showed
wonderful enthusiasm and teamwork to win two games out of the five they played. Well done!

Thank you to everyone that represented the school and for the adults that organised and
supervised the children throughout the events.

Children in Need

Thank you to everyone for showing their support for Children in Need on
Monday, by wearing spots or yellow items into school. A reminder that if you ﬁp
would like to donate, please click on the following link, which will take you 4
directly to the Children in Need Website:

Quiz Night

The next PTA event will be the Parent Quiz Night, which takes place on [z
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https://donate.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/

Christmas Fair

We are excited to announce that our PTA are currently making arrangements for our Christmas
Fair, which will take place at school on Saturday 7t December. In order to raise sufficient funds
for the event, we will be holding a non-uniform day on Friday 29t November. For this, we will be
asking children to bring in donations of chocolate & wine into school. More details about the

Christmas Fair will be emailed to parents separately. N
CEBISTMAS
Book Fair

Our wonderful Book Fair returns to St Katherine's fromm Monday 25 November to Thursday 28%
November. The fair will be run by our Reading Ambassadors in the library from 3:20-3:45pm. For
every book sold the school earns FREE books for our class and school library. Come and take a
look.

Attendance Winner Wheels

At the end of each half term, children are entered into two attendance draws to win =~ .
the chance to participate in a pool party or choose a family activity at Mote Park Leisure e S
Centre. MWM
& i
e Children qualify for the pool party draw if they have maintained 100% attendance in

any one week of the tferm.

e Children qualify for the Mote Park Leisure Centre draw if they have maintained a 7% — 100%
aftendance throughout the ferm.

Congratulations to all our Attendance Winners for Term 1:

Year Group Winner

Year 1 Danaya & Roseanna
Year 2 Joshua & Zaire
Year 3 Freddie & Elodie
Year 4 Mia & Charlie
Year 5 Lillie & Leo
Year 6 Connor & Leo

Whole School Robbie




Attendance Matters!

0Days
absence :: 19 Days
absence
et 180 days 171 days
100% e o,
Good A d. Poor d. Very Poor Attendance
Best Chance of § Serious Impact on Education
Weekly Aftendance
Classes
Acorn
Bramley
921.1%
Peach Plum
95.5% 98.6% 93%
Cherry Quince
91.7%
Hazel Walinut
93.9%
Spruce Pine Fir
92.1% 92.5% 94.8%
Cedar Teak
91.7% 93.7%
Ash Oak Elm
97.6%

School Target: 95%

Key Dates
EVENT DATE
National Road Safety week Monday 18t November
Van Cols individual and sibling photographs Tuesday 19" November
Anti-Bullying Theatre Show (Year R — Year 5) & Year 6 Workshops Thursday 215t November
Monday 25t November — Thursday 28th November
Scholastic Book Fair 3:20pm — 3:45pm in the Library

i th
Non-Uniform Day Friday 29" November

i
St Katherine's Christmas Fair Saturday 7t December

Christmas Church Service for Children Monday 9th December
Christmas Jumper Day Friday 13t December
EYFS Christmas Concert Friday 13th December — 9:15am
Christmas Lunch Friday 13t December
Performance fo children Monday 16th December

th th
KS1 Christmas Nativity Performance to Parents Tuesday 17" & Wednesday 18" December

Evening Christmas Church Service for Parents Monday 16 December — Details to follow

il th
End of Term Friday 20th December




